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Principal’s Message

Dear Parents, Teachers, and Students,

Thanks to God’'s grace for bringing me to serve here at
Ling Liang Church E Wun Secondary School. | am grateful to be
working alongside dedicated colleagues and lovely students here.

| joined the school on March 1st this year, succeeding former
Principal Ip Chun Kit as the fifth principal. Well before my term of
office began, students at E Wun had already given me a warm
welcome which made me feel being accepted. | remember when
| came here in February to meet with the teachers, the students
warmly greeted me and some of them even shook my hand with
bright smiles, asking if | am the new principal. The feeling of being
welcomed still brings back fond memories.

It did not end here. On March 24th, the Life Education
Committee held a ‘Gratitude for You' event, and to my surprise,
| received thank-you letters from one of you despite only serving
for less than a month. The letter mentioned how my smile and
encouragement had motivated her. | want to tell this student
and the whole school that it is actually your encouragement
and smiles that have been the greatest encouragement for me
to serve the Lord here. | hope that E Wun will be a place full of
laughter, acceptance, and encouragement.

| firmly believe that your love and acceptance are the fruits
of labour of the previous principals, teachers, and seniors over
many years, and not something that can be achieved overnight
by just one or two people. | remember the school motto: “Faith,
Hope, Love. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.” (1 Corinthians 13:7). Although | have
only been here for just over two months, | have felt the love and
acceptance of the students and teachers. | know that it is by the
grace of God that | am able to serve the Lord and you with joy
here.

Moving forward, |
will continue to rely on
e R0 the Lord and strive to
7% Y AR AL establish a school full of
BT IP s B Christ's love for students
5 Ber and teachers at E Wun.
4. P92 %+« | Adhering to the word
AL £ of God, | will lead the
school’s teachers and
all staff members to be
faithful in preaching the
gospel, teaching, and
cultivating students’

character.

Principal Ho Hok Leong
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Joe: Hello, Mr. Gaskell. We are students from Class 4B and we are here to ask you

a few questions to know more about you.
& Mr. Gaskell: Sure, fire away!

Mr. Gaskell: I'm from New Zealand, in Maori it's called Aotearoa. It's in the South Pacific, with around
(i, 5 million people, a few less than Hong Kong, but in the same way as Hong Kong people enjoy the

outdoors, we like outdoor activities as well. English is our national language, we also speak Maori, the
language of the native people, and sign language is the third official language.

Joe: Can you tell us a bit about your home country?

Joe: What's the one thing you miss from New Zealand?

iy Mr. Gaskell: My mum, of course, my family, but with modern technology, we can have video chats using
Zoom or Skype. | miss them so much. I'd like to give her a big hug.

&x Kenny: How did you become a teacher?

Mr. Gaskell: When | graduated from university, | travelled to South Korea, and I'd never taught anything
i before. | started teaching at an after-school academy, teaching young Korean students English, and it
& was a lot of fun. | really enjoyed seeing students progress, and having a lot of fun and jokes each day.
That was how | started, and it was genuinely satisfying helping students learn English, especially giving

them a New Zealand accent.

Joe: What was your first impression of Hong Kong when you first arrived, and how
has it changed since then?

Mr Gaskell: When | first came here, it was for an interview, and | had to spend one week in quarantine,
so my first impression wasn't great. However, outside of quarantine, it was quite a unique experience
for me. Every other big city I've visited has a certain feeling. For example, if you go to Seoul, Bangkok,

& or Tokyo, different big cities in Asia have a different feeling and smell. Hong Kong just felt very neutral.
It didn't feel different, and | felt very comfortable immediately. Now my initial impressions of Hong Kong
were that it's a fast, busy place, but living and teaching here in Tung Chung and on Lantau is very nice
and laid-back, which | didn't expect to find. So I'm very happy.

,& Benny: Do you have any hobbies or interests that you enjoy outside of teaching?

for 25 years. | still watch rugby, but now | cannot play. So these days, | like hiking and swimming most

_ ﬁ Mr. Gaskell: Yep! | love being outdoors, hiking. My knees are not so good anymore after playing rugby
of all.

« &% Kenny: Have you had a chance to explore Hong Kong outside of school hours, and
¥ if so, what are some of your favourite places or experiences?

with a great view. | really enjoy Mui Wo as well. | also liked Sai Kung, Kowloon, and Victoria Harbor. But

‘ ﬁ Mr. Gaskell: I've been to Sunset Peak a couple of times. | love hiking up there. It's a magnificent hill
there are still many places | haven't visited yet, so | plan to explore more places on the weekends.
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y ' Joe: Have you had any particularly memorable or challenging experiences teaching
) English in Korea or at E Wun?

Mr. Gaskell: Of course, there are so many, it's different every time. Sometimes you can solve a
challenging situation, sometimes you can't, but then you learn more about problem-solving. In contrast,
.\ in Korea, because | lived there for so long, it was easy to use Korean language in the classroom. If |
. couldn't help the student understand, | would try my best, but | could always use a little bit of Korean
to push. So when | came here, the first week or so, | found myself speaking Korean, but nobody
understood. Nobody speaks Korean here, so | need to learn Cantonese better.

9 Benny: So have you noticed any cultural differences in how students express
0 themselves or communicate with teachers and peers?

Mr. Gaskell: | think the differences are probably due to Asian culture and Western culture. Maybe
E Western culture is more direct, while there is a lot more politeness about how students address teachers

_ here in my experience. And | never feel comfortable being called "sir", as that sounds like somebody
talking to my father. But | know that is a sign of respect. And also bowing, an extra sign of respect, and |
still am not used to it. It's quite different in New Zealand; nobody bows.

: % Benny: What advice would you give to students who are struggling with English or
“ finding it difficult to learn a new language?

Mr. Gaskell: | think finding some enjoyable input is key. Studying in a textbook may not be enjoyable for
everyone, but perhaps finding a common book that is in the target language could help. For example,
if you're learning English, comics with speech bubbles can be more interesting. The same goes for
E ., music. Listening to songs you enjoy, with lyrics in the target language, can be helpful. Modern-day

video streaming services like Netflix, Hulu, and Disney Plus allow the option of turning subtitles on and
off, so you can use them in the target language, your native language, or both to practise listening and
understanding. Think of ways to immerse yourself in the language outside of a textbook, things that you
can do in your own time that don't feel like studying but still provide input.

& Benny: So, in your opinion, what is the most important thing that students can gain
0 from studying English?

Mr. Gaskell: | think English is what we call the lingua franca, which means it's a connection between

different cultures. So, someone from the Guangdong area who speaks Cantonese and someone from

£ Korea who speaks Korean can communicate in English. That's why English is flourishing, as it is used

B globally in business. Even if you go on vacation to Europe and encounter French, Spanish, German,

Italian speakers, they probably also speak English. Knowing English opens up many opportunities for
professional work and personal enjoyment as well.

y } | Joe: And here are some extra questions, so do you have any memorable or
@ interesting experiences while teaching?

Mr. Gaskell: Yes, | was asked to host a beauty pageant while | was in Korea, so that was quite
" . enjoyable. Obviously, every graduation is always quite satisfying, knowing that you helped students
pass their tests and move on. I've heard that students who have taken my classes have come back and
been very happy with their ability to travel and see the world. | have a lot of memories like that.
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The curtains have recently drawn on the 17th School Athletics Meet of Ling Liang Church E Wun Secondary School,
with outstanding performances by athletes from all classes. After a three-year hiatus, the School Athletics Meet of Ling
Liang Church E Wun Secondary School was successfully completed on April 24 and 25, 2023. We are grateful to God
for enabling us to carry out all the competitions smoothly despite the unstable weather. Excellent athletes from different
classes fully demonstrated their athletic talents and competitive spirit, creating fruitful results together.

Whether it was in track or field events, the competition in each category was extremely fierce, exciting both spectators
and participants alike. Over the two-day event, teachers and students witnessed the hard work and sweat of numerous
energetic athletes who showed their strength, and displayed the healthy and vibrant image of secondary school students.
Here, we would like to express our appreciation to all the participating athletes, congratulate the winners, as well as
extend our heartfelt gratitude to the staff and teachers.

The School Athletics Meet is not just a competition, but also an opportunity for students to demonstrate their unity,
perseverance, and friendship. We believe that this healthy and positive spirit of competition will motivate and inspire
students at E Wun to strive for a brighter future.
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After being suspended for three years due to the pandemic, the "Parent-Teacher Association Parent-Child BBQ
Night" was finally successfully held this year. On the evening of March 3, 2023 (Friday), the event was held at the school
playground, with over two hundred students, parents, and teachers participating. The atmosphere was lively and joyful.
It not only deepened the connection between the school and parents but also fostered the relationship between parents
and children. There was also a big lucky draw that evening. That night, many parents and students went home with

prizes.
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